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SIDNEY HYRUM AND MARY 
JANE ROBEY EPPERSON 


BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS 


Sidney Hyrum Epperson was born De. 
cember 31, 1832 in Montgomery С 
Indiana. a of Elias and Naney Lu 
Dalton Epperson. He married Mary 
Robey in 1853. Died June 1, 1913 in Mid- 


way 


Mary Jane Robey Epperson was born 
April 25. 1836 in Harrison County, West 
Virginia, a daughter of Jeremiah and Ruth 
Tucker Robey, She died May 15, 1915 in 
Midway. й 

In 1837 the Epperson family moved to 
Lipton, Iowa, where they seitled on a quar- 
ter section making a new home. 

In 1852 th > furth- 
st. ey purchased a farın on Honey 
which was then being rapidly popu- 
by the Latter-day Saints who were 
preparing for their exodus west to follow 
the main company who; had earlier preceded 
them. 

„ah was in Council Bluffs, lowa where the 
Eppersons first heard the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Some of them became con 
verts and had a desire to go to the Rocky 


ey had the urge to m 


Mountains with migrating saints, among 
them Sidney H. Epperson. his sister, Mar- 
tha, and her husband, Henry Busenbark. 


y made the trek across the plains with 
Capt ип Wood's Company. They arrived in 
Salt Lake where they stayed but a short 
e, then moved on to Provo where the 
settled for a few years. а 
пеу Н. Epperson married 
N Jane Rob a beautiful girl from 
“Old Virginny whom he met while crossing 
the plains. They had a family of 13 chil- 


had prepared him for rug- 
hich he experienced as he 
Provo. Some years the 
crops were good, other times they were 
destroyed by 1 crickets. 
Their greatest trou the Indians who 
stole their cattle and mules and pillaged 
their farms. They were undaunted in their 
faith and courage. 

Sidney beca 


built his home in 


і a member of the Utah 
Militia and was appointed Captain of the 
Provo Cavalry and was later commissioned 
Major of the ULS. Government, of Indian 
War Ve He was an outpost body- 
guard of Brigham Youn É 

In April of 1859 he decided to move north 
h а group of other families, Jeremiah 
Robe ark Smith. David Wood and Jesse 
МеСагтої зу settled on the west banks 
of a stream called Snake Creek by a cotton- 


я 
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wood grove on the west side of the valley. 

A id June 26, 1862 Sidney 
НО Epperson was appointed Presiding 
Elder of the upper settlement with John 
Fausett, first, and Samuel Thompson. sec- 
ond counselors, This was his first calling 

to labor in the Church. 

He was a man of faith and courage and 
felt the responsibility of leadership and unity 
of his group of people. They were all busily 
engaged in grubbing willows and sage brush, 
breaking land and making irrigation ditches, 
constructing roads, digging dugways to the 
canyons for fire wood, blasting rock and 
jing streams. They worked hard six 
days a week, but resied on the Sabbath day 
and went to church to worship their God. 

When the two settlements were forced to 
move together for protection from the In- 
dians. Sidney Н. Epperson helped make the 

survey for the new townsite. 

He was appointed by Jos. Murdock to pre- 
side over the Midway Ward until April 10, 
1870 when he was released. 

Within a short time the log houses around 
the pubhe square were removed. Sidney 
Epperson finished his new home of lumber 
in the late Autumn of 1572, and it is still 
standing, a monument to this worthy pioneer. 

Mary Jane Robey Epperson came to Utah 
with her parents in August, 1852, settling in 
Provo, Utah. She remembered very distinct- 
ly many of the incidents of Nauvoo. such 
as the martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith, whom she saw many times during 
their life, and also after their death. She 
used to accompany her brother, Theophilu: 
to the temple where their father was work- 
ing. to take his dinner to him. She was 
quite young when she cros ed the plains, 
and remembered many o! ing, as 
well as the pathetic incidents in their long 
journey to the West. 

In 1853 she was married to Sidney H. Ep- 
person. by whom she had 13 children. ten 
sons and three daughters. In 1859 they came 
to Midway among the first to settle in this 
valley. She was chosen as the President of 
the first Relief Society organized in Mid- 
way. and held that position for a number of 
years. She was always a friend to the poor 
and needy and her home was open to any 
who happened her way, and who was hun- 

gry or weary. She had a very cheerful, 
congenial disposition and had many friends. 

She was an industrious, hard-working 
woman. She helped care for the sick. She 
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649 


was a most devoted mother to her children, 
always willing to de and sacrifice for their 
comfort. She died after a brief illness, and 
mourned as a loving mother, a kind 
nd. and a good neighbor. She was al- 
s faithful and true to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and died as she had lived, a 
true Latter-day Saint. 

Children of Sidney and Mary Jane Ep- 
person were: 

Signey Theophelus married Eliza Van 
Wagenen 

Charles Alonzo married Elizabeth B. Cole- 
man 


ary Laverna Epperson married Dean 
Forrest later John Baum 

Jeremiah Albert, single 

Tipton Elias married Mary Jane Bonner 

Viola Delphina married Adelbert Alexan- 
der 

Robert Ross married Bertha Drew Spring- 
er 

William Henry married Katherine Bunnell 

Simon Shelby married Lydia Melissa 
Smith 

Daniel David, single 

Ruth Lenica married William Mathews, 
later James McNaughton 

Frank Sherman married Ada Mohlman, 
later Laverna Horrocks 

Eimer Drew married Maud Barker, later 
Mae Davis, 


the days before auto- 
Simon Eppers' In 
erson. had kept a feed 
cams. 


the old Berkumshaw 
»perated a blacksmith 
‘able and boasted fine 
і cutters. 

Epperson buggies and 
Workers at the mines 
г activity dwindled so 
en automobiles gained 
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IN THE MOUNTAINS 


Midway 
Livery Stable 


Central Location at 


Midway, Сай 


First-class Driving and Saddle Horses Furnished 
for the famous Hot Pots, and Snake Creek Tunnel, 
a Specialty. 

"Meet ай Incoming and Outgoing | Trains at 
неса by Arrangement, 


“High School Stage Makes Two: Ser Trips 


ў ване Midway and Heber, 


5.5. EPPERSON 


Phone 45-5 
>> 


In high style for her day is Mrs. Simon Epperson shown here with the popular horse 


“Skipper” known throughout Wasatch County. 
The photograph was taken in 1911. 


husband's livery stable. 


SIMON SHELBY AND LYDIA 
SMITH EPPERSON 


Simon Shelby Epperson was born in Mid- 
January 12, 1871, the seventh son of 
ey Hiram and Mary Jane Robey Epper- 
son. He married Lydia Melissa Smith 
April 4, 1890, at the Smith Grove in Mid- 
way. The marriage was later solemnized in 
the Salt Lake Temple. He died December 
29. 1950, in Salt Lake City and is buried in 
Midway. 

Lydia Melissa Smith Epperson was born 
in Midway August 2, 1873, the eighth child 
of Benjamin Mark and E eth Agness 
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She is seated in a buggy from her 
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Wood Smith. She died May 4, 1956 in 
Salt Lake City and is buried in Midway. 
Simon graduated from the old Brigham 
Ycung Academy in Provo in 1892 and 
taught school in Midway seven years. He 
also served as secretary of the Midway 
Town Corporation and secretary of the Mid 
way Waterworks and Irrigation Company 
He was part owner of the Midway Drug 
Company and owned and operated the Mid- 
way Livery Stable. He was an active mem- 
ber of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latt 
day Saints and served as ward clerk з 
chorister of the Midway First Ward under 
Bishop Coleman for seven years. He worked 
л the Sunday School and YMMIA. 
From 1 
as branch 
ration i 


also 


cond Ward. a п 
Union Board ar 
1 A. Broadbent when re- 
classes were first organized in the 

Moved to Silver City in 1919 where 
he was associated with the Iron Blossom 
Mining Company and Knight's Investment 
Company. He was first counselor to Bishop 
Jesse Haws and ward chorister. In 1924 he 
moved his family to Pioche. Nevada. where 
he was bookkecper and assayer for the Bris- 
tol Silver Mining Company. Moved to Salt 
Lake City. Utah. in 1926 and became asso- 
ciated with the Park Utah Consolidated Min- 
ing Company and later the original Utah 
Woolen Mills. He was an active member 
of the High Priest Quorum in Marlborough 
Ward. 

Though he traveled far from the place of 
his birth, his spirit always remained in the 
Wasatch Valley. 

Lydia was an active member of the 
Church all her life. She came from a musi- 
cal family and sang in the choir of every 
ward she lived in. She was a counselor in 


the YWMIA in the Midway and Heber 


men Shelly ersen 
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Wards where she also worked in the Relicf 
Society for twenty years. When the family 
moved to Silver City in May 1919 she was 
again active in church and civic affairs. She 
was called as counselor in the YWMIA and 
also taught Sunday School and religion 
classes. In Salt Lake Lydia was called to 
YWMIA and Relief Society work in the 
Fourteenth Ward and r in the Hawthorne 
and Marlborough Wards. She was a visit- 
ing teacher until ill health forced her to 
give up all of her activities and confined her 
to her home. 

Children of Simon and Lydia Epperson 
included 

Jennie Agness. married Alvah A. Ross: 
У Lydia. died in youth: 

Simon Doyle. married Margaret Ellen 
Murdock: 

Edith Rosedale. died in youth; 

Juanita, died in infancy: 

trma Lavella. married Joel D. Hickman: 
Frank Ross. married Cora H. Farmer; 
Lillian Estelle 
Victor Robey. married Nellie Hachmeister. 


